
 

 
MODEL LEGISLATION  

 
The following are examples of successful legislation that helps combat the Schoolhouse 
to Jailhouse Track.    
 
Alaska 
These two laws mandate the involvement of students, parents, the community, and 
teachers and administrators in developing behavior standards; require schools to 
periodically review and revise these standards with a multi-stakeholder group; create 
policies for student conflict resolution and nonviolent resolution procedures; and require 
standards be in place to address student mental health and substance abuse concerns. 

 
Citations: Alaska Stat. § 14.33.110 (2009) & Alaska Stat. § 14.33.120 (2009).  
http://touchngo.com/lglcntr/akstats/Statutes/Title14/Chapter33/Section110.htm; 
http://touchngo.com/lglcntr/akstats/Statutes/Title14/Chapter33/Section120.htm 
 
Connecticut 
This is a new law that requires student suspensions to automatically be in-school 
suspensions rather than out-of-school suspensions unless it is determined that the 
student poses “such a danger to people or property, or causes such a disruption of the 
educational process.”  
 
Citation: Conn. Gen. Stat. § 10-233c (2008) 
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2007/ACT/PA/2007PA-00066-R00HB-07350-PA.htm 

 
Check out the advocacy efforts on-the-ground that led to this reform:  
http://www.stopschoolstojails.org/cjja-ct.html  
 
Florida 
This new zero tolerance reform law was signed in June 2009 by Governor Crist. It 
discourages schools from arresting students for minor offenses such as classroom 
disruption and fighting; encourages schools to use alternatives to expulsion and referral 
to law enforcement such as restorative justice; requires schools to take the particular 
circumstances of the student’s misconduct into account before issuing punishment; 
responds to the harsh truth of racial disparities in discipline in Florida by stating that zero 
tolerance policies must apply equally to all races; and requires districts to rewrite their 
discipline codes and change their zero tolerance policies. The law will by effective July 
2009. 
 
Citation – Text of the Law – SB 1540 
http://myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Documents/loaddoc.aspx?FileName=_s1540er.DOC
X&DocumentType=Bill&BillNumber=1540&Session=2009 
 
Check out the advocacy efforts on-the-ground that led to this reform: 
http://www.stopschoolstojails.org/naacp-florida.html  
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Indiana 
This new law signed by the Governor in early May 2009 requires school corporations 
and parents to work together to come up with alternative discipline methods for students. 
It would require a graduated discipline system that would use severe punishments only 
as a last resort and ensure that mental health services were available. It would also 
increase accountability by requiring data collection. It will be effective July 2009. 
 
Citation will be Ind. Code § 20-26-5-32 (2009). 
http://www.in.gov/legislative/bills/2009/HE/HE1419.1.html 
 
 
Pennsylvania  
This new law reduces the use of restraints and other aversive techniques for discipline 
regarding students with disabilities. It also requires that behavior support programs be 
based on functional behavioral assessments and include research-based practices: 
 
Citation: 22 Pa. Code § 14.133(a) (2008). 
http://www.pacode.com/secure/data/022/chapter14/s14.133.html 
 
Check out the advocacy efforts on-the-ground that led to the passage of the law:  
http://www.stopschoolstojails.org/value-pa.html  
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