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Do you believe that school security officers are needed? If so. why? If not, why not?
Do you believe that school police officers are needed? If so, why? If not, why not?

Do you believe that school security officers are capable of keeping the school safe
and secure without the help of police officers? If so why? If not, why not?

What is the school policy and practice for arresting a student (referring a student to
law enforcement)?

a. Under what circumstances are students arrested?

b. Who makes the decision to have a student arrested?

What is the school policy and practice for giving a student a ticket?
a. Under what circumstances will a student receive a ticket?

b. Who makes the decision to give a ticket to a student?

Do you handle the arrest/referral of students with disabilities differently when
compared to students without disabilities? 1f so, what do you do differently?

Have vou ever pressed charges against a student? If so, please describe the incident.

Have vou ever witnessed a student being treated unfairly by school security or police
officers? If so, please describe the incident.

What types of programs exist at your school that serve as an alternative to the arrest,
suspension, or expulsion a child from school?

What type of student behavior should result in an arrest or referral to juvenile court?
a. Drug violations?

b. Alcohol violations?

¢. Fights (without weapons)?

d. Dangerous Weapons?

¢. Robbery?

f. Disobedience or Defiance?

g. Destruction of School Property?

h. Other?
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21 What, if any, concerns do you have about a student who is arrested of referred to
juvenile court for an incident that occurred in school?

22. Do you feel safe in the school? If not, why not?

23. Do you believe that your school should have more police or fewer police? Please
explain your answer.

24.  If you could change the way the school disciplines students, what would you change?
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Date: MName of [nterviewer:

Introductory Statement to be made by interviewer: Hello, and thank you for meeting with vs.

My name is and | am a member of

{name of organization)
We are researching school discipline policies that lead 1o the arrest of students and sometimes the
referrals of these students to court, ' We will be asking vou a few questions about school policics
and practices. Before | begin, do vou have any questions for us?

Name of Security OfTicer/Police Officer

MName of School

Address of School

Telephone No. of Security/Police

Race/Ethnicity of Security/Police

Language(s) Spoken by Security/Police:

1. How long have you been a security officer/police officer?

2 How long have you been a security officer/police officer at this school?

3 Have you been assigned as a security officer/police officer at any other school (3)? If
s0, where?

4. What did you do prior to working as a school security officer/police officer?

5 During vour time as a security officer or police officer, have vou received formal
training on adolescent development? If s0, how often?

6. Dwuring vour time as a security officer or police officer, have vou received formal
training on classroom management? If so, how often?

T How many security officers/police officers are assigned to your school?

8. What are the duties and responsibilities of security officers?

9. To whom do security officers report?

10.  To whom do school police officers report?
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What is the relationship between vou and the school administration? For example,
are you supervised by school administrators, ete.

Do you believe that security officers are needed? If so, why? If not, why not?
Do you believe that school police officers are needed? If so, why? If not, why not?
Do you believe that school police officers are needed? 1f so, why? 1 not, why not?

Do you believe that school security officers are capable of keeping the school safe
and secure without the help of school police officers? If so why? 1f not, why not?

What is the school policy and practice for arresting a student (referring a student to
the police)?

a. Under what circumstances are students arrested?

b. Who makes the decision to have a student arrested?

What is the school policy and practice for giving a student a ticket?

a. Under what circumstances will a student receive a ticket?

b. Who makes the decision to give a ticket to a student?

What is the school policy and practice for referring a student to juvenile court?
a. Under what circumstances will a student be referred to court?

b. who makes the decision to refer a student to court?

When are students read their Miranda rights? By whom?

How are students/parents notified about the arrest? When are they notified?
What percentage of the student body is arrested for incidents that occur in school?
What are the typical reasons for these arrests?

What percentage of the student body is referred to court for incidents that occur in
school?

What are the typical reasons for these referrals to court?
What percentage of students with disabilities is arrested? Referred to youth court?

Do you handle the arrest/referral of students with disabilities differently when
compared to students without disabilities? If so, what do yvou do differently?
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27.  Have yvou ever used a weapon against a student? If so, please explain.
28, If it is necessary to restrain a student, how do you do it?
29.  How do you interact with students or parents who do not speak English?

30. What types of programs exist at vour school that serve as an alternative to the arrest,
suspension, or expulsion a child from school?

3. What percentage of the students who are arrested or referred to vouth court return to
this school?

32.  What type of student behavior should result in an arrest or referral to youth court?
a. Drug violations?
b. Alcohol violations?
¢. Fights (without weapons)?
d. Dangerous Weapons?
¢. Robbery?
f. Disobedience or Defiance?
g. Destruction of School Property?
h. Other?

33, What, if any. concerns do you have about a student who is arrested of referred to
vouth court for an incident that occurred in school?

34, If you could change the way the school disciplines students, what would you change?
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Date: MName of Interviewer:

Introductory Statement to be made by interviewer: Hello, my name is

and I am a member of . We are investigating the way
{name of organization)

schools arrest students for minor behavior and sometimes refer these students to juvenile court. We are
gathering stories from students who have been arrested in school.  We will keep the information vou
share with us confidential and will not make it public unless vou give us permission to do so. Do vou
have any questions?

Name of Student:

Name of Parent/Guardian

Address of Parent/Guardian:

Telephone No. of Parent/Guardian

Race/Ethnicity of Student:

Language(s) Spoken by Student:

Language(s) Spoken by Parent/Guardian:

Name of School Student Now Attends:

Name of School Principal:

Current Grade of Student: Age of Student:

Name of School Where Disciplinary Incident(s) Occurred:

Name of School Principal:

Month/Year of Disciplinary Incident(s):

1. Does vour school have security officers? If so, how many?

2. Does your school have police officers? If so, how many?
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3. Which of the following word or words best deseribes your school sceurity officers and
police officers? Please explain vour answer?

a. Friendly

b. Fair
¢, Mean
d. Unfair

4. How would your describe your school. Does it:

a. Have a friendly atmosphere

b. Feel unsafe

¢. Feel like a prison
5. Have vou ever been arrested/given a ticket at school? If so, how many times?
6. Describe the incident(s) leading up to the arrest(s)/receipt of tickets.

a. When did the incident occur?

b. Where did it occur?

¢. Was a weapon involved? If so, what type of weapon and who used it?

d. Did a teacher/assistant principal get involved? What is his/her name? What did
he/she do?

¢. Did a security officer/police officer get involved? What is his’her name? What
did he/she do?

7. Did you have an opportunity to explain your side of the story before you where
arrested/given a ticket?

8. Did the police officer read vour rights before vou were arrested/given a ticket?
9. When were your parents notified about your arrest/ticket?

a. If vou were arrested, how long were vou held at the jail?
10. Did you have to appear in court?

a. If so, when were you told about the court date?
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11. Were you represented by an attorney in court? If so, what was your attorney’s name?
12. When did vou speak with attorney? Before vou went to court? In court?
13. Did you understand the court hearings? If so. what happened?
a. Were vou placed on probation?
i. If so, for how long?
ii.  What was vour child ordered to do while he/she was on probation?
iii. Did you violate probation? If so, what happened?
b. Did you have to pay a fine? If so. how much?
¢. Did you receive counseling? If so, what kind?
d. Were you sent to a program for youth? If so, where and for how long?
14, Before the arrest/ticket, had you ever been suspended? If so, why?

15. Before the arrest/ticket, had you received special education and related services,
like counseling? If so, what types of services?

16. After the arrest/ticket, did vou return to school? 1f not, where did you go?

17. Do you believe you were treated fairly during the arrest/ticket process? At court? If not,
why not?

18. If vou could change the way the school disciplines students, what would yvou change?
19. Do vou know of any other students who have been arrested/received a ticket?

If so, would vou please give us the name of the students’ parents/guardians or would vou
feel more comfortable asking them to contact us?
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Sample Student Survey

Name of Group is conducting an investigation of the way students at Name of School
Distriet are being arrested, ticketed, and/or sent to juvenile court for minor behavior that
occurs in school, Please take a few minutes to complete this survey. Thank you for your

participation.
1. What tyvpe of school do vou attend? 7. If s0, what was the reason for ticket or summons?
Middle School _ Fight
High School ~ Weapons
Disobedience
_ Weapons
Other
2. Does your school have security guards? 8. Have you ever appeared in juvenile court for
_ ¥es— How many? behavior that occurred in school?
~ No ~ Yes— How many times?
Mo
3. Does your school have resource/police 9. Were vou represented by a lawyer?
officers? Yes
~_ Yes— How many? Mo
Mo
4. Have you ever been arrested at school in 10. What happened with the court case?
the past 3 vears? _ Case was dismissed
— Yes _I'was placed on probation
Mo _ I 'had to pay a fine
| was sent to a juvenile facility
I was sent to an alternative school
I did not show up to court
Other
5. If so, what was the reason for the arrest? 11. May we contact vou for additional information?
~ Fight  Yes
_ Weapons Mo
_ Disobedience
_ Weapons If ves, please give us vour name and telephone number
Other Mame _
Telephone #

6. Have you ever been issued a ticket or
summons al school in the past 3 yvears?
Yes — How many?

Mo
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Denver Schoolhouse-to-Jailhouse Track (as of 2005)

Direct Track
(Arrest or Tickets)

Arrest or Ticket at School

DPS Discipline
Track ("PushQuts")

!

Denver County Court

Court Room 191

Hears cases involving
minor offenses (e.g.,
disturbing the peace)

Approximately 1,000
cases are from Denver
Public Schools per year
Mo attorneys provided

Potential Outcome

Probation - up to 1 year
Diversion Program
Community Service

ai / il

Will result in a
Bench Warranl
May spend 2 days at
a juvenile jail,
and a $300.00 fine,

JAIL TRACK

One of
wo
courls

!

Denver District Court
Denver Juvenile Court

Hears cases 'tm-nlving
more serious offenses
(e.g., weapons and drugs)

Public Defenders are
Available to Indigent
Youth

Potential Qulcome

Probation - up to 2 years
Diversion Program
Jail Time - up to 45 days
Commitment to Juvenile
Prison - up to 2 years

i ™

Failure to Appear or
Yiolate Probation

Will result in a
May spend 2 days at
juvenile jail,
probation or sent to
juvenile prison

JAIL TRACK

Denver Public Schools

Suspension
up o 5 - 10 days

Sometimes during
suspension, parents receive
Expulsion Hearing Notice -

continue suspension
until hearing

D.P.5 Expulsion Hearing

!

Potential Outcome

Transferred
Expelled
Behavior Contract
Alternative School
Mot Allowed in D.PS.

r‘.l'_
Students may be
“pushed out” of
school
JAIL TRACK
-
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Chicago Schoolhouse-to-Jailhouse Track (as of 2005)

In school incident

!

- ™
1) If the school administration, security guards, or on-campus Chicago
Police Officer(s) determine that the incident involves a “criminal act,”
the student is arrested, suspended, and often expelled:
2) If the incident involves a violation of the Uniform Disciplinary
Code, but does not amout to a criminal act, disciplinary action
can include:
a. Teacher/student and or parentresource
personfadministrator conference;
b. In school suspension;
c. Detention/in school service;
d. Out of school suspension for up to 10 days;
e. Referral to a School Peer Jury;
f. Alternative school placement; and
g Expulsion

v v

POLICE If referred 10 Chicago Police Department
STATION and arrest is made

SCHOOL

Y

~
1) Student is taken to police station within the school, or to the closet
station outside the school, where:
a. 50% of arrests end up as station adjustments (i.e. no formal
charges are issued and the minor goes home with a parent/
guardian),
2) The remaining cases get referred to juvenile court. OfF these:
1/3 get referred out of court with no further action;
1/3 get referred to a diversion program; and
1/3 have formal charges filed in juvenile court

b y.

Y

% When a petition is filed in juvenile court

¥

1) Many cases are subsequently dismissed - approximately 40%
{5chools continue with expulsion proceedings in which there are
minimal due process safeguards for the student.)

2) The remaining cases proceed through the court process (pleas or trial),
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Palm Beach County Schoolhouse-to-Jailhouse Track (as of 2005)

School Incident

School Administrator

Call Parents In-School Suspension Out of School Suspension Call School Police
No Record Academic Record Academic Record Arrest
1 |
Teen Mediation Youth Court Probation Officer
No record No record Can recommend diversion
(if successful) (if successful) or
State Attorney
| |
Youth Court Juvenile Court
Nolle Prosse Hearing
Record
Probation/Detention
Juvenile Record
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The following sample talking points are grouped into four categories:

THE VISION THE PROBLEM
THE IMPACT THE SOLUTION

The Vision

* Our schools should be places where children are nurtured rather than punished. Every
school should be a place where students are cared for, supported, challenged, inspired,
treated fairly, and given every opportunity to succeed. Young people make mistakes, but
unless the safety of the school is threatened, they should not be pushed out of school
and deprived of an education for those mistakes. Rather, those instances should be
opportunities for teaching and learning, and providing students with the support they
need to become healthy, productive adults.

The Problem

e Students across the country are being systematically pushed out of school by overly
harsh “zero tolerance” school discipline policies and practices. This “schoolhouse to
jailhouse track” results in students being denied class time because of extended and
unnecessary suspensions and expulsions, and also being directly fed into the juvenile
justice system by school-based arrests for even trivial misconduct.

e Zero tolerance discipline practices were initially intended for weapon and drug offenses,
but they have been expanded so that harsh consequences such as suspensions, expul-
sions, and referrals to law enforcement are increasingly common for minor misconduct,
such as acting up in class, name-calling, and fighting.

e At the same time that school policies have become more punitive, school districts have
also expanded the role of law enforcement and school security in enforcing school dis-
cipline. School districts are literally delegating their responsibility for school discipline
to police, resulting in a large number of incidents that are now handled by school police
and juvenile courts that could be — and were once — handled by a trip to the principal’s
office or a call home to a parent.

e If we know anything about young people, it is that they will occasionally act out and
defy authority. By ratcheting up the consequences for those normal childish and adoles-
cent behaviors, we set young people up for failure.

60



Mapping and Analyzing The Schoolhouse to Jailhouse Track

The Impact

e As school districts across the nation rely more on the police and the juvenile justice
system to handle even these most trivial acts of misconduct, they turn away from tradi-
tional education-based disciplinary methods. Instead, today, in too many schools, young
people are criminalized for acting their age: children as young as 5-years-old are being
handcuffed, arrested, booked, hauled before a judge, and sometimes locked up for being
disruptive in school.

e The “schoolhouse to jailhouse track” has dire consequences for children and their families
and puts aside any notion of forgiving and teaching children. It also removes students from
the learning environment and places them in the often unstructured environment outside
of school, where they are more likely to get in additional trouble. Additionally, children
who are repeatedly and unjustly suspended or arrested often miss many days of school, fall
behind in their classes, become discouraged, and drop out of school altogether.

* School police are usually not trained to distinguish between youthful misbehavior and
truly criminal behavior that threatens the safety of the school. It also often costs schools
districts millions of dollars for school police officers who spend most of their time disci-
plining students for conduct that should be addressed by classroom interventions, school
programs, and counseling. Moreover, the costs to the community of pushing these students
out of school far exceed the costs of keeping them in school.

Racial Disparities

e Students of color are more likely than their White peers to be suspended, expelled, or
arrested in school for the same conduct. Yet there is no evidence that Black and Latino
students misbehave more than their White peers.

e Students of color also receive longer suspension and expulsions than their White peers
for the same behavior.

e Students of color are also more likely to attend schools that have harsh disciplinary
policies and extensive security forces, making them more susceptible to draconian
punishments.

Students with Special Needs
e Students with special needs are also affected more than their peers by harsh disciplinary
practices and police presence in school. Frequently, these students are dramatically

over-represented among those being suspended, expelled, and arrested in school.

e School security guards and police officers are often un-trained in working with students
with special needs, placing these students at even greater risk.
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Academic Impact

e Schools are not any safer or more effective in disciplining children than before zero
tolerance policies were implemented in the 1980s. There is also no credible evidence
that zero tolerance policies are an effective means for changing student behavior.

e Research has shown that zero tolerance policies are associated with lower academic
achievement, lower graduation rates, and worse school climate. Also, students who are
arrested and appear in court are more likely to drop out of school.

Lingering Effects

e The impact of the criminalization of children by their schools stretches beyond the
teenage years. The emotional trauma, embarrassment, and stigma of being handcuffed
can have long-lasting effects. And in some places, even just being arrested in school can
become part of a child’s criminal record. In some instances the arrests carry over and
become a part of a student’s adult records. Even if a student manages to get his or her
record cleared, often he or she must still report an arrest to future employers.

e Research has shown that children who are arrested for the first time at a young age are
more likely to be arrested again in the future. According to some studies, a student
arrested in school is more than twice as likely as another student to be arrested later in
life.

The Solution

e Prevention and intervention strategies have been proven highly effective in addressing
school-based misconduct, promoting a positive school climate, and making schools safe.
These measures are also more cost effective than hurling students into the juvenile
justice system.

* These alternatives to out-of-school suspensions, expulsions, and school-based arrests
range from the most simple classroom teaching techniques to comprehensive school-
wide and community-based programs. In fact, the vast majority of student misconduct
is best addressed through non-punitive classroom and in-school strategies. Most require
little to no time or school resources, and are far more effective than exclusionary
measures in creating a sustainable positive climate within schools.

e Many school districts are now realizing how ineffective their zero tolerance policies are
and have begun the process of reform. Districts in cities such as Denver, Los Angeles,
and Baltimore have moved away from a punitive approach toward a more supportive,
educational, and child-focused approach to discipline.

e Districts such as these are: placing renewed emphasis on resolving low-level misconduct
in the classroom; focusing on using developmentally appropriate disciplinary techniques
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that limit the amount of time spent outside of class; treating misbehavior as a teachable
moment, rather than as a chance to punish; stressing the importance of fairness and uni-
formity, and the elimination of racial disparities; and calling upon law enforcement only
for serious or immediate threats to the safety of the school.

e Solutions to the “schoolhouse to jailhouse track” include:

- Limiting zero tolerance school discipline policies to only conduct that poses a
serious and/or immediate threat to school safety.

- Placing renewed emphasis on resolving low-level misconduct in the classroom.

- Creating or expanding prevention and intervention programs, in particular programs
that keep students in school, learning, and in a structured environ ment, rather than
pushing them out of school (e.g., in-school suspension rather than out-of-school

suspension).

- Clarifying the roles and responsibilities of school police. Any agreements between
school districts and police departments for school resource officers should be very
clear about when police should intervene, and should require police to receive
training on how to effectively interact with youth and children with special needs.

- Increasing or diverting funding for more guidance counselors and social workers
who are available to address students’ academic and behavioral problems.

- Requiring school districts to collect discipline and arrest reporting data in schools
disaggregated by offense, age, gender, grade, race, ethnicity, disability, and school.

- Investing in professional development for teachers and administrators on classroom
management, conflict resolution, and implementing a non-punitive approach to

discipline.

- Developing incentives for schools to: keep students in school rather than push them
out, demonstrate reductions in school disciplinary actions, and utilize alternative
discipline programs that keep students in school and learning.
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